
OPEN CALL
Local Food for Schools and Childcare (LFSCC) & Local Food 
Procurement Assistance (LFPA) Program
Federal Funding Cuts

Thursday, March 20, 2025 at 9am Central
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The Problem
Overview of the termination of the Local Foods for Schools & Child 
Care program (LFSCC)

As of March 7th, 2025 the federal government has canceled the Local Food for 
Schools and Child Care (LFSCC) program, which was intended to provide $600 
million in funding nationwide. This program’s purpose is to strengthen the food 
system for schools and childcare institutions by helping to build a fair, competitive, 
and resilient local food chain.

This funding cut is one of many affecting Tennessee farmers including the similarly 
structured Local Food Procurement Assistance (LFPA) Program, which paid TN 
farmers for food distributed at no cost through food shelves and other community 
food security efforts. Other cuts include payments that farmers were either 
contracted to receive or expecting to receive through USDA programs have been 
frozen or cancelled (including deeply needed investments in climate resiliency, 
conservation practices, and more.)



The Problem
Overview of the termination of the Local Food Procurement Assistance 
Program (LFPA)

The Local Food Purchase Assistance Cooperative Agreement Program (LFPA) purpose is to 
maintain and improve food and agricultural supply chain resiliency.

These five regional food banks procured and distributed local and regional foods and 
beverages that are healthy, nutritious, and unique to Tennessee’s geographical regions. 
These locally grown foods and beverages met the needs of Tennessee’s food insecure 
population in the state’s underserved communities. In addition to increasing local food 
consumption, funds helped build and expand economic opportunities for Tennessee’s 
farmers and producers. 

The Tennessee Department of Agriculture was awarded $8.2 million for the LFPA 
program — money that was used by five Tennessee food banks to buy food from 247 
local producers, 142 of which were classified as underserved producers.



Local Foods for 
Schools: What It Is, 
and Why It Matters
In the fall of 2022, The TN Department of 
Education received a $4.1 Million in Local Food for 
Schools (LFS) cooperative agreement from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to 
purchase local and regional food and distribute it 
to Tennessee schools. 
Through this federally funded project, many 
School Food Authorities (SFA) in Tennessee 
received free local food, and farmers got paid 
market value.
This program was set to provide $660 million to 
states over the next three years, ensuring schools 
and child care sites could purchase fresh, local 
food from American farmers and ranchers.



100% of the $1.13 billion 
investment to continue these 
programs was dedicated to food 
purchases, and would have gone 
directly into the hands of farmers 
and producers across the country to 
feed our most vulnerable - children 
and the hungry. 



We’re going to continue to feed the kids, but 
we will not be able to give them the quality of 

food that we’ve been giving.

– Vickie Dunaway, Milan Special School District

 Food Service Supervisor

TN Lookout 3/17/25

https://tennesseelookout.com/2025/03/17/tennessee-students-farmers-bear-impact-of-usda-cuts-to-local-food-programs-for-schools-food-banks/#:~:text=The%20Tennessee%20Department%20of%20Agriculture,were%20classified%20as%20underserved%20producers.


What this termination of LFSCC 
Does NOT Affect in TN

This cancellation does not affect:

1. Per-Meal reimbursement rates for school 
meals and CACFP(set federally, adjusted 
annually)

2. USDA Foods & DoD Fresh purchases



1

Educate yourself about these 
programs & their impacts. 
nwtnlfn.org/2025/03/13/
call-to-action 

2

Speak up for Local Foods in 
Schools, Child Care, and Food 
Banks. Call your Congressional 
Representatives. 

3

Call & Write a Letter 
to your Congressmen 
& Woman

4

Share Your Story: Help 
us illustrate the real 
impact of these cuts!!

5

Spread the word: share this info with 
your networks, farmers, educators, 
parents, and advocates need to 
understand what’s at stake

Call to Action: State & Federal Advocacy

http://nwtnlfn.org/2025/03/13/call-to-action
http://nwtnlfn.org/2025/03/13/call-to-action


Next Steps: We need your voice!!
1. Speak up for Local food in Schools and Communities. Use the templates in our blog post: 

nwtnlfn.org/2025/03/13/call-to-action 
National Farm to School website templates

2. Call & Write a Letter to your Congressmen & Woman
a. Call Senator Marsha Blackburn
b. Call Senator Bill Hagerty
c. Call Representative David Kustoff (find other TN District contacts)

3. Farmers - Share Your Story: Help us illustrate the real impact of these cuts!!
Matthew Wade, the Director of the Consumer and Industry Services (CIS) Division is collecting letters from farmers about their 
experience with LFS funding and the impact of the termination of 2025 funding.  
In your email please include: 

a. - Impact of the termination of LFSCC & LFPA Funding 
b. - Farm Name & Location 
c. - Owner Name
d. - Contact information: email address & phone number 
e. Send your letter to: matthew.d.wade@tn.gov

4. Sign-up to receive the LFN e-newsletter and/or follow our facebook page to get updates 
@NWTNLFN

5. Spread the word: share this info with your networks, farmers, educators, parents, and 
advocates need to understand what’s at stake

BUY 
LOCAL

http://nwtnlfn.org/2025/03/13/call-to-action
https://www.farmtoschool.org/news-and-articles/action-alert-usda-terminates-660m-program-for-local-food-in-schools-and-child-care
https://www.blackburn.senate.gov/call-me
https://www.hagerty.senate.gov/office-locations/
https://kustoff.house.gov/contact/offices
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/TN#representatives
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=00140HrnAKAjNuXnfguhCQBJeCckQp7ewfBlaZWp6k7OQbYlQL8MWJMA3cJWvyeAFPWHjRW-bkDl9YX8jICfi7oAWDED-qDW3pPc_7zY2n9mO9BcGj63nO22Uqr4Uiz0IeSzK2bOkQaPqqUzBLwzuoJUg%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/NWTNLFN


Discussion

● What are you hearing from your 
community networks?

● What impact with this have on you?
● What additional advocacy  efforts should 

we pursue?
● Who else can we bring to the table?
● Ideas for future organizing, 

communications, and federal strategy? 
And alternative fundraising?



Notes - Create a ‘highlight’ event at the 
schools that feature farm fresh foods. 
Invite key official figures during this 
event. 

- I.e. School Board Meeting Night 
- Parent/Teacher Conf. Days 

- Talk to school boards!  Right now 
many school boards are reviewing 
budgets for the next academic year. 

- Talk to County Commissioners, they 
distribute funds to county school 
districts. 

-


